DO THE JOB WITH IMPAR-TIALITY AND INTEGRITY, PROF JEGA CHARGES RECs
F
ive newly sworn Resident Elec-toral Commis-sioners (RECs) were charged yesterday by the INEC Chairman, Professor Attahiru Jega, to do their job with the required integrity, honesty and impartiality.
The five RECs are: Professor Jacob Shekwonudu Jatau, from Nasarawa state; Baba Abba Yusuf, from Borno state; Segun Agbaje, from Ekiti state; Nasir Ayilara, from Kwara state; and Barrister Austine Okojie from Edo state.
Professor Jega said the country had let matters concerning the electoral process to be so bad for so long that it would require a lot of effort to get it out of the woods. He remarked however that matters had begun to improve and that further improvement was a task that was possible. Said he: “Improving is a task that can be done and we’ve begun to do it.”

The INEC Chairman warned that there were people out there who would look for faults with the RECs, adding that the only remedy for such fault finders was for the RECs to be focused on their jobs and to comport themselves with integrity, honesty and impartiality.
Professor Jega urged the RECs to maintain a good, decent relationship with their host communities. He however asked them not to be outrageously dependent on such host communities or do anything that would rubbish their integrity.

He further urged the RECs to keep open doors without compromising the electoral process and the legal framework.

Professor Jega observed that the RECs were coming at a time when it was widely acknowledged that the Commission had raised the bar in terms of conducting free, fair and credible elections. He reminded the RECs that enormous and tremendous challenges remained.

He also observed that the advent of the RECs to the Commission coincided with a time when the Commission had been busy drawing lessons from the elections it conducted in April last year and the recent governorship elections and it was trying to factor them in its planning for the 2015 elections. He argued that the Commission should draw from the collective experiences of its members and the new RECs to drive the electoral process forward.
NEW RECs DEPLOYED

Shortly after they were sworn in in a brief but solemn ceremony at the Conference Hall yesterday, the five Resident Electoral Commissioners (RECs) were deployed by the Commission.

In a letter signed and issued by the Secretary to the Commission, Abdullahi A. Kaugama, to each of the five RECs, Professor Jacob Shekwonudu Jatau who hails from Nasarawa state has been deployed to Abia state; Baba Abba Yusuf who hails from Borno state, has been deployed to Benue state; Segun Agbaje who hails from Ekiti state has been deployed to Kogi state; Nasir Ayilara who hails from Kwara state has been deployed to Oyo state while Barrister Austin Okojie who hails from Edo state has been deployed to Taraba state.

The letter requested the RECs to tender “unalloyed services and loyalty in the discharge of your duties.”

